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P-3 PILOTS RESPOND TO SEAMAN ATTACK ON GARCIA’S MILITARY RECORD

 
The Juan Garcia campaign responded today to opponent Gene Seaman's attempt to disparage his military record.  (Garcia himself was unavailable as he is serving his annual active duty requirement from 12-21 August). 
 
Garcia spent 13 years on active duty as a naval aviator, after receiving his "Wings of Gold" here at NAS Corpus Christi.  In each of five fleet tours, he was ranked as the #1 officer in his unit (see attached fitness reports).  He has deployed to the Western Pacific, to the Persian Gulf twice, and served during the Kosovo conflict. He has logged 2,500 flight hours in military aircraft.  His military awards include the Joint Commendation Medal, two Navy Commendation Medals, and two Navy Achievement Medals.  He continues to serve in the Naval Reserves as a T-34 Instructor Pilot, training the Navy's next combat-qualified professional aviators, at NAS Corpus Christi. During the last three months, while balancing his full-time profession as an attorney and campaigning across the four-county district, Garcia has flown over 60 pilot-training sorties. 
 
Pat Thurman, a Corpus resident, former P-3 pilot and current squadronmate of Garcia's, said "Every naval aviator who receives their wings at NAS Corpus Christi goes on to serve in the P-3 community.  They are forwarded-deployed fighting the Global War on Terror right now.  Nobody should question their commitment."  Said James Allen, who flew both EA-6B's and P-3's and now serves as a reserve Instructor Pilot at NAS, "I'm proud of my service, and am shocked that a State Representative would question it."  Jeff Griggs, another former squadronmate at NAS, said, "At a time when fewer elected officials than ever have spent meaningful time in the military, Juan graduated from Harvard Law School and then volunteered for naval aviation.  He spent 13 years in, and still flys as a reservist.  I can't believe someone would question his service." 
 

Says campaign treasurer Joe Hall (himself a recipient of the Presidential Air Medal following combat duty against Iraqi forces), "I served in the same squadron as Juan, and his courage, aviation skill, and devotion to duty were unmatched.  It's a big reason why I joined his team."  

 
In his 1996 Fitness Report, Garcia's Commanding Officer called him his "Number 1 Pilot and top leader in peer group."  Admiral Michael Haskins wrote in his evaluation of Garcia that he was "Simply the best all-around young naval officer I have ever observed."  Admiral John Miller, then-skipper of the USS CONSTELLATION aircraft carrier, wrote of Garcia in his evaluation, "The #1 Junior Officer on CONSTELLATION, and one of the top JO's I have ever served with. Superstar performance, one of the Navy's best and brightest Officers." 
 
Said Austin consultant Christian Archer, "Everyone knew from the filthy campaign he ran against Judge Josephine Miller that Gene would run a nasty race. Juan remains focused on the positive: his vision and ideas for the Coastal Bend.  But two things are off limits: No one will denigrate his family or his military service. Like all military families, his wife and small kids have made enormous sacrifices.  He's proud of his service, and of the individuals he served with.  He won't let Gene Seaman belittle their sacrifice.  Because of Seaman’s lack of legislative accomplishments, Gene has only a few cards to play in this race, so he must go negative.  Seaman knows that if the voters put the two candidates’ records of leadership, ethics, and dedication to country side by side, Garcia wins in a landslide.”
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