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AUSTIN - The chair of the House Elections committee says he will not now be a joint author of legislation by Rep. Roberto Alonzo, D-Dallas, to move the 2008 presidential primaries from March to early February.

On February 1, Rep. Leo Berman, R-Tyler, exclusively told the Guardian that he was backing Alonzo’s HB 993. Berman said the bill would bring Texas into play as a key state that helps decide the presidential nominees of the two major parties. 

On Monday, Berman told the Guardian he could no longer support Alonzo’s bill.

“I’m afraid Representative Alonzo’s bill does not have enough information in it for me to sign on as joint author,” Berman said. “His bill moves the primary dates up but it does not do anything else. There are quite a few election codes that would have to be altered and that bill does not do it.”

Berman said moving the presidential primary up to February still made a “lot of sense.” He said he would likely get behind similar legislation authored by Rep. Dwayne Bohac, R-Houston, or Rep. Helen Giddings, D-De Soto. 

Berman denied that he was pressured into dropping support Alonzo’s bill because Alonzo did not support Speaker Tom Craddick’s re-election and is not a Craddick D. “We have simply got to do this thing correctly,” he said.

On February 1, Berman told the Guardian that his support of Alonzo’s bill would virtually guarantee the legislation made it out of the Elections Committee. 

“I really like Mr. Alonzo’s bill. It is good to see Republicans and Democrats working together for the good of Texas,” Berman said. 

“HB 993 will not only put Texas in the game for the presidential election, it will be a great economic development tool. The presidential candidates will be forced to spend some of their money here, instead of using Texas simply to raise money for their campaigns.”

In an op-ed published Tuesday in the Guardian, Alonzo said his bill was gaining support from both sides of the political aisle.

“The fact that this measure is gaining support each day from both sides of the aisle shows the spirit of bipartisanship, partnership, and cooperation that can be gained when Democrats and Republicans work together for the benefit and good of all Texans,” Alonzo said.

California, Florida, Illinois, and New Jersey are also considering moving their primaries forward to make sure their voters have a real say in the 2008 presidential primaries. 

“A February primary would force more presidential contenders to come to Texas early and rally for our votes rather than view our state as just a trivial pit stop on the road toward the presidency,” Alonzo wrote, in his op-ed.

“It only makes economic sense that if major political candidates are coming to Texas to have fundraisers and ask for our money to fund their national campaigns, then they should invest more in our state as well.”

Alonzo said that traditionally, small states that are not as ethnically diverse as Texas have received more press attention because their primaries are held earlier in the year.

“There are some cities in Texas that are larger than some small states,” Alonzo said. “It only makes sense that smaller states should not serve as a presidential candidate’s first test or gauge of national electability, especially when you consider that Texas has the second most Republican delegates and the third most Democratic delegates sent to their respective national conventions.”

